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Fire Prevention Week  
 

 

F all is almost here! That means itõs almost time for Fire Prevention 

Week. The theme for this year is 

òProtect Your Family from Fireó. The 

Syracuse Fire Department will be host-

ing an open house for Fire Prevention 

Week on October 13th from 6 to 8pm 

at our fire station, located at 1869 

South 3000 West. In conjunction with 

this yearõs theme we will have activities 

that focus on how to protect your fam-

ily from fire by planning ahead and inte-

grating simple things into your everyday 

life that will help keep you safe. 
 

   Fires in the home take a great toll on life and property each year. During the five-year-period from 2005-2009, NFPA estimates 

that U.S. fire departments responded to an average of 373,900 reported home structure fires per year. These fires caused an esti-

mated average of 2,650 civilian deaths, 12,890 civilian injuries, and $7.1 billion in direct property damage per year! Smoking materi-

als remain the leading cause of home fire deaths, while cooking equipment is the leading cause of home structure fires and home 

fire injuries. 
 

   Installing systems such as smoke alarms and residential fire sprinklers, as well as iden-

tifying potential hazards, can reduce the risk of home fires and property loss, injury, or 

death due to fire. Nearly two-thirds of home structure fire deaths occur in homes 

where there was no smoke alarm, or where smoke alarms were present but failed to 

operate.  
 

   You can visit the Fire Prevention Week website, www.firepreventionweek.org for 

safety tips, statistical information, and more. 
 

   Prior to the fire prevention activities, we will be commemorating the 10th anniversary 

of the September 11th terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center, Pentagon and on 

Flight 93 over Pennsylvania. On that tragic day nearly 3000 people died including 343 

firefighters. Many of us will never forget that day or where we were when we heard 

about the attacks. As firefighters we will never forget the loss of 343 of our brother 

firefighters. Some of these men were known personally by us from taking firefighting 

classes that they were instructing. We can only hope to face the challenges in our future 

with the same courage that they showed. 
 

   Finally, a quick reminder from us that your fire department is ready to serve you 24 hours a 

day 365 days a year. We are staffed around the clock by highly trained full-time and part-time fire-

fighter/EMTõs. We provide a wide range of services from fighting fires and emergency medical calls to hazardous materials inci-

dents, ice rescues and wildfires. We also teach CERT, Teen CERT, CPR and juvenile fire setter prevention classes.  If you have any 

needs or have questions where we can be of some assistance please feel free to contact us at 801-614-9614. 
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***City Council Meeting Summary*** 

The City Council met in work session and business meetings on 

June 28, July 12, July 26, and August 9. Detailed Council packets 

containing further information about the presentations that were 

made to the Council are available on the Cityõs website, 

www.syracuseut.com.  Following is a summary of the meetings: 
 

June 28 Work Session (Councilmember Shingleton was 

not present at this meeting) : Agenda item b. The Council 

held a discussion regarding potential funding options for road 

repairs.  Prior to the meeting the Mayor had asked staff to de-

velop some alternatives to increasing property taxes in order to 

generate additional revenue to be used for road repairs.  The 

City Manager informed the Council that the problem the City is 

facing is that there are $2.8 million in road projects that need to 

be completed immediately and another $12 million in projects 

that need to be completed over the next 10 years.  (A copy of 

the presentation made by the City Manager is available at 

http://syracuseut.com/Departments/

CityAdministration/StreetFundingPlan.aspx.) Mr. 

Rice stated one alternative to a tax increase that staff 

has investigated is the option to bond to complete the 

road projects that need to be completed immediately.  

He provided detailed information about the bond and 

explained one option for repayment of the bond would 

be a road maintenance fee that would be included on 

each residentõs utility bill on a monthly basis.  A bond 

would need to receive voter approval during the November 

2011 General Election.  After a lengthy discussion the 

Council directed staff to draft a resolution for 

Council adoption that would cause an item to 

be included on the General Election ballot ask-

ing voters to vote on the issuance of a bond.  The 

Council also directed staff to draft a resolu-

tion amending the City fee schedule to include 

a road maintenance fee that could be implemented 

immediately.  Agenda item c.  The agenda included an item 

for the Council to review the proposed rewrite of 

Title Six (Business Regulations) of the City 

Code, but the Council decided to table that 

discussion until a future date.  Agenda 

item d. During the Council Business por-

tion of the meeting the Mayor stated that 

the Heritage Days event was very successful and she had received 

much positive feedback.  She congratulated the Recreation De-

partment on their hard work and the success of the event.   
 

July 12 Work Session : Agenda item b.   The Mayor asked for 

an item to be added to the agenda to discuss recent complaints 

resulting from changes to State firework regulations.  She ex-

plained she had received a couple of emails who were upset 

about fireworks being used in the late evening hours.  She asked 

staff if they had encountered any problems, to which the Police 

Chief and Fire Chief answered no.  The Police Chief explained 

that the City has an ordinance prohibiting public nuisances and 

disturbing the peace.  He stated that if any resident feels their 

peace is being disturbed they have the right to contact the Police 

Department and make a complaint that will be responded to.  

Agenda item c.  The Council received a report regarding Heri-

tage Days from Parks and Recreation Director Kresta Robinson.  

She explained that nearly every event held during the celebration 

was bigger and better than it had been last year.  She explained the 

total revenues generated by the event was $15,659.  She stated 

that every event, with the exception of the fireworks, was spon-

sored by a local business.  She stated that since the City had to pay 

for the fireworks the total expenses were approximately $3,000 

more than the revenues generated.  She stated she feels good 

about the event and its success.  Agenda item d. Councilmem-

ber Clark asked the Council to have a discussion about an email 

that was sent from Councilmember Kimmel to City Manager Rice 

in which he asked for a list of all employees working in the Recrea-

tion Department, their salaries and benefits, and their titles.  He 

also asked for the most recent appraised value of the Community 

Center.  He asked that the Council, Mayor, and staff not be made 

aware of his request.  Councilmember Clark stated that Council-

member Kimmel has always paid close to attention to whether 

other elected officials or staff are being transparent in their 

dealings and he feels that Councilmember Kimmelõs actions 

have contradicted his commitment to be as transparent as 

possible.  All Councilmembers and Mayor Nagle 

agreed with Councilmember Clarkõs statements.  

Councilmember Kimmel stated that he was simply 

trying to get information about the Recreation De-

partment without creating any fears or worries for the 

City staff.  He stated that he felt this discussion is politi-

cally motivated.  Councilmember Clark stated it has nothing 

to do with politics and everything to do with a Councilmem-

ber asking a City employee to violate his own ethics.   
 

July 12 Business Meeting:  Agenda item 3.  

The City Council authorized the Administration 

to execute an agreement with the Utah Depart-

ment of Transportation (UDOT) for the con-

struction of a safety sidewalk on Antelope 

Drive in the area of 4000 West.  Public Works 

Director Waite explained that the total project 

cost is $68,000; 75% of the project cost will be paid with 

grant funds and the Cityõs match will be made in the 

way of in-kind work performed by City 

employees.  Agenda item 4.  The Coun-

cil adopted a resolution which created a 

program called the òSyracuse Friend of 

the Community Business Awardó pro-

gram.  Mayor Nagle explained the first business to receive the 

award would be RC Willey.  She stated that RC Willey is the old-

est and one of the most reliable partners the City has.  She 

thanked them for all of their valuable contributions to the City.  

Agenda item 5.  The Council authorized the Administration to 

adjust utility accounts by writing off past due amounts associated 

with customer bankruptcies.  The total write off amount was 

$1,203.86. Agenda item 6.   The Council considered a resolution 

that would provide regulations and a fee schedule for business 

advertising on the Cityõs utility bill.  Mayor Nagle explained the 

City had been approached by a local business requesting that they 

be allowed to include an advertisement for their business on the 

utility bill.  That resulted in the drafting of a new policy and fee 

schedule.  Councilmember Kimmel stated he is concerned about 

allowing business advertising on City publications because doing so 

puts the City in direct competition with private advertising compa-

City Council Meeting Summary  

http://www.syracuseut.com/
http://syracuseut.com/Departments/CityAdministration/StreetFundingPlan.aspx
http://syracuseut.com/Departments/CityAdministration/StreetFundingPlan.aspx
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nies or newspapers. Councilmember Clark stated that advertising 

on the utility bill is a great option for businesses because they can 

market directly to Syracuse residents in their mailbox.  After a 

brief discussion the Council voted to adopt the resolution though 

Councilmembers Kimmel and Shingleton voted in opposition.  

Agenda item 7.   The Council held a public hearing for a pro-

posed resolution making changes to the Cityõs consolidated fee 

schedule.  After a short discussion the Council adopted the reso-

lution though Councilmember Kimmel voted in opposition.  

Councilmember Clark inquired as to why Councilmember 

Kimmel voted against the resolution.  Councilmember Kimmel 

explained he could not vote for a fee schedule that includes fees 

for recreation programs that he does not support.  He stated he 

feels recreation programs should be privatized or ran by volun-

teers.  Agenda item 8.   The Council held a public hearing for a 

proposed resolution that would implement a road maintenance 

fee in lieu of a property tax increase.  Council and staff decided 

to consider issuing a bond for road repairs; the bond would be 

repaid by revenues generated by a road maintenance fee.  This 

action would be taken in lieu of the implementation of a property 

tax increase.  After a lengthy public hearing, during which several 

residents made comments, the Council decided to table consid-

eration of the proposed resolution and implementation of a road 

maintenance fee.  Agenda item 9.   The Council held a public 

hearing to consider authorizing administration to obtain bids to 

dispose of a parcel of surplus property located at 1700 South 

2350 West.  The Council unanimously voted to approve the dis-

pose of the property.   
 

July 26 Special Meeting : Agenda item 1.   The Council con-
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sidered an ordinance amending the Syracuse City General Plan.  

Recently the Planning Commission has begun to review the Gen-

eral Plan in parts and they have completed their review of district 

8, which encompasses the area between 1000 West and 2000 

West and 1700 South and Bluff Road.  There are two recom-

mended changes in the district; amend the Stoker property located 

at 1000 West and approximately 2050 South from current R-3 

zoning to Planned Residential Development (PRD).  The second 

change is to repeal the old R-4 zoning eligibility.  Only one prop-

erty, located at 1901 West 2250 South, will be impacted by this 

change.  The Council voted unanimously to adopt the ordinance.   
 

July 26 Work Session : Agenda item a.  The Council received 

information about the Police Departmentõs new K-9 officer and the 

fundraiser being held to pay for the purchase of the dog.  A 5K run 

will be held Saturday, August 20 at 8:00 a.m. at the Community 

Center.  Agenda item b.   The Council reviewed the proposed 

rewrite of Title Six of the City Code.  The Title deals with business 

regulations and all other license types that can be issued in the 

City.  During the discussion the Council made several minor 

changes and directed staff to include an action item on the next 

regular meeting agenda for the Council to consider final adoption 

of the proposed rewrite.  Agenda item c.   The Council discussed 

potential funding options for road repairs; this discussion was a 

follow up to the discussion during the July 12 meeting when the 

Council received feedback from the residents on the proposed 

street maintenance fee.  The Council discussed foregoing a prop-

erty tax increase as well as the implementation of a street mainte-

nance fee.  They reached a consensus that they would rather place 

a question on the General Election ballot to be voted upon in No-

vember asking the residents if they would be in favor of bonding to 

get enough money for road repairs needed immediately.   
 

August 9 Work Session : Agenda item b.  The Council re-

ceived a presentation from Police Chief Wallace regarding a new 

crime fighting tool called TipSoft.  The tool is an application that 

can be downloaded to smart phones and the user can utilize the 

application to submit anonymous tips about crimes or other occur-

rences to the local Police Department.  Chief Wallace explained 

the tool is being supplied through a federal grant given to the At-

torney Generals Office.  Agenda item c.  The Council reviewed 

agenda item six on the business meeting agenda, which is a pro-

posal from staff to adopt a policy regarding political expression on 

public property.  Agenda item d.   Staff explained to the Council 

that they are currently working with Zionõs Bank as the Cityõs bond 

counsel to draft ballot language to be included in a resolution that 

will be presented to the Council during their special meeting of 

August 23.  If the resolution is adopted an item will be added to the 

General Election ballot to be voted upon in November by the vot-

ers.   
 

August 9 Regular Meeting:   Agenda item 4. The Council for-

mally recognized the volunteers that organize the annual Miss Syra-

cuse Pageant.  Mayor Nagle signed a certificate of appreciation for 

each volunteer and they were presented with the certificate by 

Recreation Director Kresta Robinson.  Agenda item 5. The 

Council held a public hearing to consider a proposed resolution 

adopting the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 budget.  Staff made a presenta-

tion regarding any changes that had been made to the budget since 

the Council adopted an operating budget in June.  Finance Director  
 

Steve Marshall noted that the proposed tax increase had been re-

moved from the budget, but that additional cost saving measures 

had been taken that would allow for the completion of one of the  

(Continued on page 4) 



4 The Lake View 

 

Farmerõs Market  
at RC Willey  
 

T his year, RC Willey is the host location for the Syracuse 
Farmerõs Market. The Farmerõs Market started on Saturday, 

July 9th and will continue on every Saturday from 9am ð3pm going 
into the Fall months. 

 

desperately needed road repair projects.  After a lengthy public hearing during which the 

Council received comments from several residents, the Council had a lengthy discussion 

about how to proceed with the proposed budget.  Councilmember Clark stated that he 

is concerned about the inclusion of a Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) for all City em-

ployees. All Councilmembers agreed and they had a discussion about removing that item 

from the budget.  Councilmember Peterson subsequently made a motion to adopt the 

budget, but to remove the COLA from the budget and instead include a line item of 

$30,000 to be used for an employee incentive program or merit raises.  The Council 

voted to approve Councilmember Petersonõs motion, with the exception of Council-

member Kimmel who voted in opposition.  Agenda item 6.   The Council held a public 

hearing on the proposed rewrite of Title Three of the Syracuse City Code.  The Title 

provides rules and regulations for all boards and committees created by the City Council.  

The Council voted unanimously to approve the rewrite.  Agenda item 7.   The Council 

held a public hearing on the proposed rewrite of Title Six of the Syracuse City Code.  

The Title provides business and licensing regulation for City businesses. The Council 

voted unanimously to approve the rewrite. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Mayorõs Message 
City Efficiencies  

 

   With so many concerns regarding the City budget, it is important that the community is aware of how City staff is improving 

the way government uses taxpayer dollars.  Syracuse City has been aggressively perusing opportunities to identify efficiencies.  

These efficiencies are assisting the residents of Syracuse by maintaining as many service levels as possible with a decreasing City 

budget.  Simply put, our City employees are doing more with less.  One of these activities includes an aggressive marketing plan, 

looking to capture new business and increase sales tax revenue.  Another activity is transitioning the police vehicle fleet to hy-

brids.  The City is even selling excess soil that was created through the development of the City Hall and Community Center.   

   Here is a list of efficiencies the City currently has put in place and the approximate savings: 

¶ 6% reduction of the overall workforce - $200,000 + annually 

¶ Outsourcing of janitorial services - $16,000 annually 

¶ Paperless delivery of information, e.g. City Council packets, pay stubs, etc. - $3,000 + annually 

¶ The sale of 6 excess vehicles - $23,313 (sale only, does not include insurance, registration, and maintenance savings) 

¶ Using a 1% cash back credit card for most purchases - TBD 

¶ Developed a City marketing plan, resulting in 13 new commercial and 34 new home-based businesses over the last six 

months and an increase in sales tax revenue by 4.42% when comparing May 2011 versus May 2010 - $5,532 

   Efficiencies in the works: 

¶ Centralized fuel station for City vehicles (beginning September 2011) 

¶ Transition police car fleet to hybrids and convert to leasing program (Fall 2011) 

¶ Identify and selling excess City land, resulting in one-time revenue generation and an ongoing reduction in maintenance 

costs (August 2011 and ongoing) 

¶ Have consolidated City staff in one side of City Hall, making the other side available for rent to pay off the bond for the 

building (November 2011) 

¶ Installation of radio reads for culinary water system (Winter 2011) 

¶ Overhaul street lighting system with energy efficiency light bulbs (Fall 2011) 

The City will continue to identify creative ways to effectively use taxpayer dollars and gain the most out of current re-

sources.  Ideas for these efficiencies are coming from all levels of government, and residents are encouraged to provide input.  

All of these steps are ensuring that Syracuse continues to be the great city we know it to be. 

~  Mayor Jamie Nagle 
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Traffic Calming  
Slow Down, School is in Session  
 

W ith all of the schools back in session, it is important that we as drivers pay 

attention to the posted speed limits, stay aware of crosswalks and crossing 

guards,  are thoughtful of our surroundings, and  are considerate to our neighbors.  

There are a handful of neighborhoods where drivers should use caution; one area 

of concern is along 1475 West, between 1700 South and 1950 South.  Since the 

beginning of 2011, 100+ traffic citations have been issued on this short stretch of 

road.  To assist drivers in navigating this road more responsibly and as a response 

to a citizenõs group request, our Public Works crew did a great job on complet-

ing some road modifications on 1475 West.  In total the work included a new stop sign and crosswalk where 1475 West intersects 

with 1950 South, a new speed limit sign, bike lanes and bike route signage, and a center dividing line.  This work has been com-

pleted in time for the new school year, in an effort to help provide for the safety of our students and our community. 

Ordinance  
Review  
Pruning and Corner Clear-
ance  
 

T o ensure proper clearance for 

street sweepers, snow plows, gar-

bage trucks, and mail-delivery trucks, we 

ask you to please trim your trees along 

your sidewalks to comply with City Or-

dinance, as stated below, requiring a 

clearance of 11 feet from street surfaces 

and 7 feet from sidewalks to the lowest 

branches. Trees in park strips are ex-

periencing a tremendous amount of 

growth. Please maintain them so they 

do not obstruct street lights or traffic 

signs. 
 

Ordinance 10 -6-070 (J) : Every owner 

of any tree overhanging any street or 

right-of-way within the City shall 

prune the branches so that such 

branches shall not obstruct the light 

from any street lamp or obstruct the 

view of any street intersection and so 

that there shall be a minimum clear 

space of eleven (11) feet above the 

surface of the street and a minimum 

clear space of seven (7) feet above the 

surface of the sidewalk. Said owners 

shall remove all healthy, dead, dis-

eased, or dangerous trees, or tree 

limbs that constitute a menace to the 

safety of the public or prevent the 

City from maintaining City sidewalks, 

curb, or streets. The City shall have 

the right to prune any tree or shrub 

on private property when it interferes 

with the proper spread of light along 

the street from a streetlight or inter-

feres with visibility of any traffic-

control device, traffic sign, or street-

maintenance equipment. 
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CERT  
 

   The Summer / Fall 

Syracuse CERT 

class started on 

August 25th. If you 

are still interested 

in attending please 

come. The class is 

on Thursday nights from 6-9pm at the Syracuse Fire 

Station located at 1869 South 3000 West. 

   Class dates are:  September 1,8,15,22,29 and Octo-

ber 6th. There will be a final class Mock Disaster on 

Saturday October 15th from 9 am - noon. 

   The cost of the class is $25.00 for the safety equip-

ment. If you have questions please contact 

cert@syracuseut.com  

Communications Drill  
 

T here will be a Cityðwide Communications Drill on 

Saturday September 24th, from 9am-noon.  As 

part of the exercise Block Captains will be checking on 

your home during this time. There will be a few minor 

detours that you may have to take during this time but 

we will have easy re-routing.  Thank you for your pa-

tience and for helping Syracuse City become better 

prepared for a large-scale emergency.  We are looking 

for as much participation as we can get during this drill. 

Please contact cert@syracuseut.com if you are willing 

to be involved and are not already a Block Captain.  

Building Department  
Building Permits  
 

A ccording to the International Code, Section R105.1(adopted by the State of Utah and Syracuse City), any owner or author-

ized agent who intends to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, demolish, or change the occupancy of a building or struc-

ture or to erect, install, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system, the 

installation of which is regulated by this code, or to cause any such work to be done, shall first make application to the building 

official and obtain the required permit. 
 

   The Building Department has numerous  outstanding permits that have never had the initial, follow-up or final required  in-

spections. These permits range from basements, garages, sheds and pools to furnaces, water heaters, air conditioning and more. 

Often times, these permits began with a previous owner who forgot or was unable to finish the project and/or have the needed 

inspection(s).  
 

   If you think you may have an outstanding permit with us, 

or you just want to verify that you do not have a permit, 

please call our department at 614-9670 or email to 

bleota@syracuseut.com and we would be happy to check 

your address file. In the event you do, we will inform you of 

the needed steps to continue or close out your permit.  
 

   Because Utah is a buyer-beware state, new owners take 

responsibility of any open, unfinished permits and if work 

was performed without a permit, new owners would need 

to secure the needed permit and inspections for work com-

pleted.  

Public Works  
New Cemetery Fees  

Secondary  
Water  

 

As cooler temperatures are 

upon us please help conserve 

water by adjusting your sprin-

klers to water less. 

Reminder: Secondary water 

will be turned off around Oc-

tober 15th.  

DESCRIPTION RESIDENT NON RESIDENT 

Plot Purchase half/infant/urn $250.00 $500.00 

Plot Purchase $500.00 $1000.00 

Disinterment $400.00 $400.00 

Interment Weekend/Holiday $200.00 $200.00 

Interment/Adult $300.00 $700.00 

Interment/Child $175.00 $400.00 

Interment/Urn/Infant $100.00 $200.00 

After hours 3:00 p.m. $100.00 $100.00 

Monument Move /Flat $50.00 $50.00 

Monument Move /Upright $250.00 $250.00 

Position Transfer fee $35.00 $35.00 

Open House  
 

T he Building Department will hold another open house on 

October 19, 2011, from 6:00 ð 7:30 p.m., at City Hall 

regarding accessory uses.  If you plan to build a detached struc-

ture in your yard then this one is for you.  Bring your ques-

tions on the size of a structure requiring a building permit, set-

back, permitted locations, and any other questions you may 

have.  Handouts from previous open houses will be available as 

well. 

Refreshments will be served. Hope to see you there! 

mailto:bleota@syracuseut.com

