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A Closer Look:  

Syracuse City Public Works  
 
 

S 
pring is almost here and, in order to 

prepare for Spring, the Public Works 

Department would like to provide you 

with some information regarding this 

time of the year and services being made avail-

able to the public.  

      The City has received phone calls of monu-

ment decorations being stolen from our ceme-

tery. Please help us keep an eye on the ceme-

tery to prevent this from happening. If you see 

any suspicious activities please contact the Police 

Department at 801-825-4400. 

      Crews will be charging the secondary water 

lines April 15th, and the system should have full 

pressure by April 22nd. If you do not have full 

pressure by that date, call the Public Works 

Department at 801-825-7235.  Please ensure 

your system is ready for water and that you 

close all valves and spigots tightly to avoid flood-

ing your home or any property. Now is a great time to install a secondary water shut-off valve and filter on your property, or to clean or replace 

your current filter. Having your own shut-off valve allows you to maintain your system, without having to wait for a Syracuse City employee to 

turn off the City owned secondary water valve in the event of a broken pipe. Tampering with any City owned utility is strictly prohibited (City 

Ordinance 4-6-12). If you have installed a new sprinkler system, and are ready for the water to be turned on, please call our office at 801-825-

7235, and we will be happy to turn it on for you. 

   Family Garden Plots are available now and can be reserved at the City Offices or at the Public Works Department. Vegetable gardening is a 

popular hobby and pastime, but it is so much more. During widespread economic downturns--and with rising environmental awareness and health 

consciousness--people are looking for ways to help the environment, their pocketbooks and their own bodies. Growing vegetables lets you do all 

these things simultaneously, while allowing you the satisfaction of coaxing sustenance from the earth. If you grow your own veggies, you will eat 

more of them, and that is good news for your health and the health of your family. Vegetables have a wide variety of vitamins and minerals, in-

cluding A, B, C, potassium, magnesium and calcium. They also have antioxidants, which help protect your immune system, along with loads of 

healthy fiber. Vegetables are low in fat and calories and are filling, making veggies great diet food. Cooking with vegetables will also get your kids 

to develop healthy eating habits that last a lifetime. Buying fresh fruit and vegetables can quickly add up to an expensive proposition. When you 

grow your own vegetables, you will be able to eat more healthfully for less money. You will also have the option of growing better quality vegeta-

bles and a greater variety than you might otherwise find. Commercial growers often pick strains such as the beefsteak tomato, engineered for a 

high yield and the longest shelf life possible. If you are growing your own veggies, however, you can grow heirloom tomatoes and other more 

flavorful and nutritious varieties of vegetables. 

   The act of gardening itself is good for you. Raising a vegetable garden gives you many hours of moderate physical activity as you dig, bend, carry, 

rake and perform other physical tasks. Gardening also gets you out in the sun, which increases vitamin D levels and can help fight depression. 
(Continued on Back page) 
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***City Council Meeting Summary*** 

The City Council met in work session and business meetings on 

Tuesday, February 22 and Tuesday, March 8. The detailed minutes 

of these meetings are located on our website, 

www.syracuseut.com. Following is a summary of the meetings: 
February 22 Work Session : Agenda item b. Syracuse City is 

currently part of the local Mosquito Abatement District and has 

been represented by a local resident, Lloyd Waite, for the past sev-

eral years.  Recently there was discussion regarding whether the 

person appointed to that position must be an elected official versus 

a resident.  Councilmember Kimmel felt strongly, in the past, that 

persons holding these positions should be elected; therefore, Mayor 

Nagle raised this issue for discussion among the Council.  After a 

short discussion Councilmember Shingleton volunteered to be ap-

pointed as the Cityõs representative on the Mosquito Abatement 

Board.  At a later date Mayor Nagle was contacted by the Mosquito 
Abatement who informed her that in the event that they are seek-

ing a tax increase at any time in the future they will come to the 

City Council for a vote on that issue rather than 

allowing a resident appointed to the position to cast 

the vote for the City.  They also explained that Mr. 

Waite has done an excellent job in serving the City on 

the Board and losing him would also mean losing much 

institutional knowledge, which would be irreplaceable.  

Mayor Nagle contacted Councilmember Shingleton who 

agreed that Mr. Waite should continue his tenure on the 

Board.  Agenda item c. Councilmember Peterson was 
asked by a resident to investigate the option of òdouble-

stackingó graves at the City Cemetery. Councilmember Peter-

son asked Public Works Director Waite to investigate 

this option and provide information to the Coun-

cil. Mr. Waite explained that many cemeteries 

provide for double-stacking and that option may 

be available to the City.  He committed to do 

some work at the cemetery to determine if 

the water table was at a level that would allow 

for double-stacking since it is necessary to dig a hole at 
a depth of 11-feet to provide room for two casket vaults.  

Agenda item d.  Staff provided a brief report 

regarding the status of the fundraising efforts 

for the Unlimited Play Park to be constructed 

at Centennial Park.  Parks Superintendent 

Liegert explained that the City has received 

many donations including a recent donation of 

$10,000 from Energy Solutions.  He also provided information 

about future fundraising events that are in the planning process. 

Agenda item e. The Council held a discussion regarding the Cityõs 

position relative to potential West Davis Corridor routes.  They 
received nearly an hour of public comment and then reviewed maps 

highlighting the three route options as provided by UDOT.  There 

was much discussion regarding the fact that the original Bluff Road 

Corridor, which was tentatively designated as the future West 

Davis Corridor route in 2001, was not included in the options for-

warded by UDOT.  At the conclusion of the discussion the Council 

asked staff to investigate the issue and work with UDOT to provide 

more information to the Council regarding the route options.  Staff 

committed to report back to the Council and the public during the 

next Council meeting. 

March 8 Work Session :  Agenda item b.  The Syracuse City 
Youth Court was present to introduce its new members and lead-

ership to the City Council.  Youth Court Advisor Joann McDermott 

explained that the Youth Court members try to attend an annual 

leadership conference, which will be held in St. George this year and 

she asked if the Council could possibly consider providing some 

funding for the Youth Court to cover that expense.  Mayor Nagle 

stated that the Council will take that issue under advisement during 
their upcoming budget retreat.  Agenda item c.  The Council again 

discussed the West Davis Corridor.  Staff provided the Council with 

a map that included four options that were a variation of alternative 

C recommended by UDOT.  (One of the alternate alignments fol-

lows the original Bluff Road Corridor).  Staff asked the Council to 

take the map and potential alternative routes under advisement and 

be prepared to discuss them during the extended work session 

scheduled for March 22.  At that time the Council will determine the 

Cityõs position regarding the West Davis Corridor and then forward 

that position on to UDOT.  

March 8 Business Meeting : Agenda item 4 :  The Council recog-
nized Jason Duke for his efforts to preserve public safety in Syracuse 

City.  Mr. Duke noticed a drunk driver on Antelope Drive; he 

called the Police Department, but continued to follow the 

drunk driver until an Officer was able to locate the vehicle.  

Police Chief Wallace reported that the drunk driver had 

a 3-year old child in the vehicle with her and she 

nearly caused several accidents prior to being pulled 

over by the Officer.  Chief Wallace referred to Mr. 

Dukeõs efforts as heroic.  Agenda item 5. The Council 

considered an application made by Wal-Mart for their 

Class B Beer License.  Councilmember Clark stated that he 
believed that Wal-Mart had applied for a beer license in the past 

and was denied and he asked what has changed to allow them to 

now obtain a license.  City Recorder Brown explained 

that Wal-Mart initially applied for their license in 

2006 when their Syracuse store first opened and at 

that time the Cityõs alcoholic beverage regula-

tions prohibited them from obtaining a license.  

She explained that the Council made changes to 

the alcoholic beverage regulations later in 2006, 

but that ordinance was challenged by a citizens group 
and referred to the voters for a final decision during the 2007 

election; the changes to the regulations were 

approved by the voters by a margin of 66% 

to 34%.  She explained that Wal-Mart did 

not submit another application for a beer 

license until recently.  She added Wal-Mart 

is now in compliance with the Cityõs regula-

tions and staff recommended approval of their application.  Council-

member Kimmel explained that he feels that it is the governmentõs 

role to protect citizens from substances that may be harmful to 

them and the Council recently made a decision to prohibit retailer 
from selling a substance known as òspiceó for that very reason.  The 

Council ultimately voted to grant Wal-Martõs application for a Class 

B Beer License, though Councilmembers Kimmel and Shingleton 

voted in opposition of the motion.  Agenda item 6.  The Council 

held a public hearing to consider a budget opening in the Fiscal Year 

2010-2011 budget.  Finance Manager Fowles explained that there are 

approximately $19,000 in expenditures that were not included in the 

budget, but the City has actually realized nearly $9,000 more in reve-

nue than was anticipated plus there was money available in the Cityõs 

fund balance which means that the budget opening is only for ap-

proximately $2,000.  She also added that the Cityõs fund balance has 
been doubled over the past several months, which she feels is quite 

an accomplishment.  The Council congratulated Ms. Fowles on her 
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efforts as Finance Manager.  The Council ultimately voted to approve 

the budget opening. Agenda item 7.  The Council held a public 

hearing regarding an application for Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) funds; the public hearing was held to allow citizens to 

provide their input regarding what projects they feel should be com-
pleted if the City is awarded any funding.  Citizen Tara Bennett ex-

plained that she feels that any CDBG funding should be dedicated to 

the Unlimited Play Park, which will allow people of all abilities to par-

ticipate in activities at the same location. Agenda item 8.  The 

Council received a presentation from UDOT representative Randy 

Jeffries regarding the level two screening process that was followed 

to develop UDOTõs recommended routes for the West Davis Corri-

dor.  There was much discussion regarding wetlands near the three 

alternatives that were recommended by UDOT and Councilmember 

Ocana expressed his concern that UDOT recommended alternatives 

A and B though they have not fully investigated the area around those 
alternatives to determine if there are wetlands that could potentially 

be affected by them.  Mr. Jeffries explained that UDOT will further 

investigate those options in the spring of 2011.  The Council reiter-

ated their commitment to further discuss and investigate all options 

recommended by UDOT as well as some potential alternative op-

tions provided by staff and determined the Cityõs position during the 

March 22 extended Council work session meeting. 

Agenda item 9. The Council considered a resolution that would 

authorize the Cityõs Public Works Department to partner with other 

cities and government entities to implement a storm water manage-

ment plan.  Councilmember Kimmel asked if there is any chance that 
the scope of the agreement that the City is entering into could 

change after the Council gives their approval.  Mr. Waite explained 

that any changes to the agreement would need to be approved by all 

entities entering into the agreement.  The Council ultimately voted to 

adopt the resolution.  
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W e need two or more host families for foreign exchange stu-

dents who will be attending Syracuse High School.  They 

will be attending the whole year and are here to perfect their Eng-

lish skills and learn the American way of life.  You may host for 6 

weeks-10 months.  Hosts may be single, married with or without 

kids, or retired.  You just need to be willing to open your heart 

and home.  Students will come with insurance and spending money 

for their own needs.  CIEE provides 24 hour support to the fami-

lies and students and is a non-profit, non-government agency.  For 

more information please call Danika at 801-200-8922 or fill out an 

application at:  

usahs.ciee.org/HighSchool/HostFamily/Registration.aspx 


